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A Comparative Study of the Trend of Religious
Intellectuals in the Contemporary History of Iran

Hosein Mohammadi Sirat *
Sayyed Mahdi Mousavi Nia *3*

The emergence of the Constitutional Revolution paved the way for the
establishment of intellectualism into Iran, as a result of which, and due to the
religious context of Iranian society, we came across the event of religious
intellectualism in recent years. Employing a comparative study, this research aims at
providing an answer to the question concerning the differences and similarities
between the formulations of the basic characteristics of the trends of religious
intellectualism in contemporary Iran. Four approaches to religion, including
“scientific”, “eclectic”, “sociological”, and epistemological ones, were identified as
the trends of religious intellectualism in contemporary Iran. The common points in
all these approaches encompass two main, positive and negative aspects. The
positive aspects include the revival of the role of religion in the society, and making
use of the advantages of the Western intellectualism. The negative aspect includes
criticism on the current theology and intellectuals of the past. These trends are
different from one another in terms of methodology and system of prioritization.
Prioritizing refers to choosing religion or science (modernity) in indispensable
situations. These approaches deal with religion and modernity through different
methods including positivist, eclectic (Islam and Marxism), sociological, and
epistemological, respectively.

Keywords: intellectualism, religious intellectualism, contemporary history of
Iran, comparative trend studies.
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