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The Holy Defense in the Movies of Mohammad Ali
Basheh Ahangar
(A Studying of “The Child of the Soil”, “The Queen”,

“Underwater Cypress”)
Zohreh Goldar *
Omid Ali Masoodi *=*
Muhammad Eskandarynasab s

Although the eight-year Iran-Iraq war left adverse consequences for Iran, it led to
the emergence of a new genre in Iranian cinema. In the meantime, Mohammad Ali
Basheh Ahangar, as a film director, made several movies in this genre, in addition to
his direct experience of the war. The main hypothesis of the research is that
Mohammad Ali Basheh Ahangar has coined a special method for representing war
in his works. This research is intended to explore his view and sense of war and their
dimensions by concentrating on some of his movies: “The Child of the Soil” (2007),
“The Queen” (2011), “Underwater Cypress” (2017). In other words, the main
question of the research concerns how the imposed war of Iraq against Iran has been
represented in these movies. To this end, purposive sampling and combined semiotic
analysis methods were employed. The structural analysis approach of Selby and
Kadory (2001) were e to collect visual data, and Bart’s narrative analysis model was
used for analyzing the content of the conversations. Investigations indicated that this
director has presented a unique approach in his works which can be referred to as
both war cinema and war criticism. To some extent, his approach has not been
influenced by a particular dominant ideology or school. Where necessary, he has had
a critical language, while he has not hesitated to consider repeatedly the main
themes of war cinema genre, such as bravery and honoring martyrdom. This realistic
approach to war is influenced by his own personal experience in war and war
regions as a combatant. On the other hand, unlike many movies of war cinema, his
concentration on the social aspects and the human concerns of war has led him to
focus on the military operations and the merely the atmosphere of war quite
limitedly.

Keywords: the Holy Defense Cinema, Mohammad Ali Basheh Ahangar,
structural analysis, Bart’s Narrative Pattern, The Child of the Soil, The Queen,
Underwater Cypress.
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