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Abstract

The articulation of a coherent foreign policy strategy in an increasingly complex and
multipolar international order constitutes one of the most essential determinants of
safeguarding and enhancing national interests. Within this broader framework, strategy in
foreign policy not only functions as the organizing principle of a state’s patterns of
interaction with other actors, but also assumes a pivotal role in maximizing opportunities
while simultaneously managing threats that bear upon national security and development.
This article undertakes a critical examination of the collapse of the most consequential
foreign policy strategy of the Pahlavi monarchy, namely the National Independent Policy.
Anchored in the theoretical framework of perspectivism, the study seeks to answer a
fundamental question: How did Iranian officials’ perceptions of the international system
(1961-1979) lead to the ineffectiveness of “national independent policy”? The findings
reveal that the persistence of asymmetrical relations between Iran and the great powers,
coupled with their pervasive dominance over the country, compounded by a deeply rooted
historical mistrust of external powers and the pervasive sense of inferiority felt among
Iranian foreign policy elites, engendered profound skepticism among key decision-makers
regarding the feasibility of this strategy in a world order structured by unequal power
relations. Methodologically, the research proceeded in two stages. In the first stage,
employing a directed content analysis, the Harvard Oral History Project was revisited
through a thematic reading of the lived experiences of Iranian foreign policy officials. The
critical reflections of these officials were selected, coded, and categorized, thereby revealing
the most salient thematic constructs shaping their perceptions. In the second stage, drawing
upon the method of process tracing, the study delineates the causal dynamics that led to the
ultimate failure of the National Independent Policy.
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